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Pinckney, Josephine. The Great 
March 22, 1948. 247p. $2.75. 

little Marlowe and much Hawthorne are recalled 
reading Miss Pinckney’s latest novel. Not 
deeply tragic the former nor broodingly somber 
the latter, Great Mischief has kinship with both 
its story necromancy bargaining with the devil, 
human effort understand the nature evil life. The 
setting Charleston the the tone one 
fantasy touched with humor; the inquiry avoids moral 
judgments favor psychological analysis—these are the 
most obvious differences from its predecessors. 


Timothy Partridge, druggist studious habits and intro- 
spective nature, the hero. child learned from 
his colored nurse deep respect for vampires, witches, and 
the occult arts. man dabbles the alchemy 
black magic, but for the most part his life with sister 
Penelope and the dependent Mr. Dombie very conven- 
tional. This routine disturbed first Timothy’s grow- 
ing impatience and then his meeting with the instru- 
ment evil the story, seductive Lucy Farr. 


Timothy’s first step downward the burning his home, 
Penelope, and Mr. Dombie. thus escaped, 
consorts openly with Lucy. physical allurements, 
combined with the witchery her demonic self, Sinkinda, 
accomplish his request taken into the evil 
fold. Dantesque visit hell follows; there sees all 
the orgies (for Satan’s volunteers), horrors (for those con- 
demned God), and fiendish punishments (for wasters 
opportunity evil) strangely confused cosmog- 
must make his choice life; Satan accepts 
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“No dissipating your life Chris- 
tian virtues and then escaping the frugalities Heaven 


the end” (p. 211). 


With sudden revulsion throws the Satanic scripture 
into the fire and escapes the resultant holocaust. Next 
day earth learns that not hell evil but only his 
conceptions them have been destroyed. Lucy leaves 
him disgust his inclination sample Good trial. 
His tormented bewilderment over the nature good and 
evil brought sudden climax one night earth- 
quake strikes Charleston. Timothy regards the Day 
Judgment and God’s final triumph, whereupon Sin- 
kinda appears and leads him gaping hole filled with 
devilish creatures all sorts. She urges him in, and 
jumps after her. 


The epic sweep such material obvious, and probing 
into the problem evil has been recognized the essence 
high tragedy from Aristotle O’Neill. Miss Pinckney, 
however, content with fantasy that avoids philosophic 
speculation developing story that particularized 
its earthly contacts and extremely fanciful its spiritual 
contacts. insist Timothy’s lack universality would 
misjudge the author’s purposes, though would 
point the book’s lack greatness. She pretends 
deep study the eternal verities achieve catharsis, 
and yet the story also more than mere tale witches. 
Timothy’s final puzzlement age-old problem for the 
man without faith: “It isn’t justice, it, damned for 
eternity when sin short” (p. 246). His surrender 
evil escape foolish the sacrificial suicide 
Dynamo—“how restful have this matter Good and 
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evil settled” (p. 247)—but tribute Miss Pinckney’s 
style that she maintains the airy manner necessary 
fantasy and yet the same time succeeds impressing 
the reader with the futility the act well with the 
need better solution. 

The book lacks direction because fails provide that 
better solution which judge the eccentricities its 
characters. One senses that these lives are crooked but 
left wondering what straight. least that provoca- 
tion philosophy commendable. the same way 
there serious point the implication that life demands 
choice between good and evil, that deeds this world 
matter for the next, and that the blandishments evil 
carry tragic complexities with them. Not least the 
book’s merits its excellent prose. The story would 
puzzle juvenile reader, but adults should find interest- 
ing and stimulating its strange mixture the real and 


the imaginative. 
George Grauel, Ph.D., 
John Carroll University, 
Cleveland, Ohio 


LITERARY GUILD—APRIL SELECTION 


Goudge, Elizabeth. Inn. Coward-McCann. 


After Green Dolphin Street and, the history the grand 
manner with the the adventurous epic, 
after the action éarthquaké the tense taught- 
drawn love Elizabeth Goudge, 
Inn story the heart. Dispensing completely with 
cosmic, world-shaking events, she has turned the micro- 
cosm the individual stands solitary and shaken 
the frictions and the blunt misunderstandings those 
with whom would like share experience and love. 
Goudge fans will note the transition from the ebullient, 
rapid-paced movement newsreel the relaxed and 
mature contemplation select group portraits 
gallery, portraits whose character has been defined and 
created the very interplay the influences one exerts 
upon the other. 


The result novel character rather than one action 
but with this difference that the total effect proceeds not 
from any one dominant cause much does from the 
individual particularity that each role contributes the 
whole. The quiescent Hampshire countryside and the 
ancient pilgrim’s chapel turned Inn are almost much 
part the dramatis personae the Eliot family. 
mately the Pilgrim’s Inn that ties both person and 
place together the best Aristotelean unity. 


Nadine Eliot, fashionable mother five, finds there the 
answer her misbegotten love for David, war-wracked 
but glamorous actor, and she sees her husband, George, 
dull, dependable and devoted, new, appreciative 
light. David turn, finds Sally, daughter the famous 
artist John Adair. The rambunctious twins find nurse 
they can trust. Ben finds the art longed for while the 
barge-folk, Jim Maloney and Annie Laurie find release 
from the pursuing shadows dismal past. Behind 
them all, behind even the Inn, Lady Lucilla Eliot, lov- 
ing matriarch the Eliot tribe, whose wisdom coddles 
these troubled souls back the ways peace. 


Painstaking the only word that can properly describe 
the care with which the author shapes her players. Even 


Pinckney Goudge Jessup 
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created 
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experts, 
intereste 


And 


the animals acquire distinctive substantiality under the 
touch her affectionate pen. Though the writing 
well-tempered and mature, may said suffer very 
slightly from the author’s “falling love with her 
then art works too hard conceal itself. Buf 
the patient reader will well rewarded with tale 
grows upon him progressively with each succeeding page. 
will discover subtle beauty the book and 
ment the most refined sense the word. 


Pilgrim’s Inn good novel, not great one, recommend. 
able every reader who ‘does not need for 
monosyllables grunted from between clenched teeth. 


Victor Yanitelli, Ph.D., 


Department Romance Languages, 
University Scranton 
Jessup, Philip Modern Law Westmi 
Introduction. Macmillan. Mar. 1948. xi, “Theref 
$4.00. trumpet 
Professor Jessup offers the present book 
the re-examination the traditional body interna-| 
tional law. The author’s exceptional competence for 
undertaking well established the need for such 
prevailing the society nations prior 1914 has given 
the one are passing through today. The sway the 
concept sovereignty which the nineteenth cen-| 
tury been strong enough orient the doctrine inter- 
national law all basic questions the same way, broken, 
and are groping for new foundation for the Bishop 
and duties nations. Asa matter fact, are engaged} 
revision our international concepts that would} misfit, 
transform the law nations into world law elite 
international rights and duties not only the states surprise 
such, but individual persons well. This trend sioned 
most conspicuously borne out the attempt 
ing international bill rights the one side and an} herself 
international criminal code the other. 
Professor Jessup’s study not intended continue the 
along the lines indicated desirable. The general 
ceptance the new tenets rather the assumption The “gr 
which the book based, though quite clear that widow 
fessor Jessup tries formulate this assumption her 
servative and cautious way. The great merit the geois 
lies its being the first attempt find out what and 
changes and modifications the nineteenth century old arist 
nations would required fit the new tight- 
world law. clarifying some the technical 
lems involved, Dr. Jessup has opened the justice, 
lawyers new avenues for the accomplishment the Fellowe 
mendous tasks that lie ahead them. That does not} after 
indulge mere glittering generalities makes the daughte 
the book harder than most the statesmen our Enoch 
are used to. But this will make its study the more Gabriel 
able those who care shown the intricacies ever, 
questions they are called upon handle and solve. 
The problems which Professor Jessup tries apply the 
principles modern law nations are the subjects Everyor 
international law, recognition, nationality and the rights 


man, responsibility states for injuries individuals, 
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White, Nelia Gardner. 


the law contractural agreements, and the regulations 
related the use force. Their discussion the more 
enlightening comprises analysis the recently 
created United Nations law. 


Though the monograph primarily addressed the 
experts, should read all those who are genuinely 
interested the great issue our time: peace and war. 
And who could afford not interested it? 


Erich Hula, 
Department Political Science, 
Fordham University, 


New York City 


PEOPLES BOOK CLUB—APRIL SELECTION 
$8,000 Westminster Fiction Award 


Trumpet Before Him. 
Mar. 15, 1948. 344p. $3.00. 


“Therefore when thou doest thine alms, not sound 
trumpet before thee, the hypocrites do...” The Rev. 
Paul Phillips sounds trumpet before him humbly 
seeks and preaches the truth his Methodist parishioners. 
his own honest eyes Paul fumbler who rubs the 
members his church the wrong way. Yet the 
sincere search for real spirituality, not the pious gloss 
put Logic Ethics, leads him inevitably convictions 
and convictions minister God must conscientiously 
preached. The sincerity these convictions, the sin- 
cerity Paul’s way life, both gradually reveal him 
fumbler all but rather man great courage para- 
doxically set free the elemental truths which has 
bound himself. 


Westminster. 


Bishop Fellowes, man spiritual insight, resists the 
suggestions his Committee put Paul, apparent 
misfit, the head the First Church Warrenton, 
elite University town. The promotion comes great 
surprise Paul and source hope his disillu- 
sioned wife, Caroline. views the new situation with 
difident hesitancy, she opportunity re-establish 
herself the social ambient which she had been ac- 
customed before marrying Paul. objective bring 
active spiritual life his flock word and work, hers 
attain social prominence toadying the “great 
ones” the parish. 


The “great ones” are Julia Ficke, beautiful, sharp-tongued 
widow First Church’s deceased pastor, excessively fond 
her Barrymorean stepson Gabriel, Byington, bour- 
geois owner large store, member the Committee 
and stretching himself every turn accepted the 
old aristocrats Warrenton. Most prominent the latter 
tight-lipped Miss Pyne, sixtyish spinster whose father 
had been governor, proud little lady with sense 
justice, also the Committee. Finally, there Jeanie 
Fellowes, the Bishop’s daughter, living with her parents 
after her marriage has failed, Keziah Woodley, lame 
daughter Committeeman and Professor 
Enoch Woodley, slightly lost because her affliction, and 
Gabriel Ficke, who returns from the war handsome 
ever, but more thoughtful, more confused, and inclined 
regard the sparkling poisons his lovely stepmother 
more objective light. 

Everyone these characters represents distinctive phase 
the human being and they are very competently 
managed Miss White that they emerge complete 


White 


Dudley 


250556 
individuals, real, palpitating personalities. They are, 
first, with the exception the Bishop and his sympathetic 
wife, united only their one resolve have done with 
Paul, them brash, young new-arrival who has 


fitness for such distinguished post. 


Paul antagonizes the Committee and the other great ones 
being himself, objecting Baudelaire the subject 
Church-sponsored lecture (incidentally, very pene- 
trating piece literary criticism), visiting negro 
parishioner the slums the town, ultimately, 
preaching Christmas sermon Christian charity that 
affront Miss Pyne. For his negro parishioner lives 
Pyne Alley, the ramshackle collection houses owned 
the late Governor Pyne, whose rental still accrues 
the aristocratic daughter. 


say merely that Julia Ficke starts malicious gossip 
about Paul and Jeanie, that Gabe Ficke severs himself 
from her and finds new life the side Keezy Woodley, 
that Miss Pyne understands last the social implications 
justice, while the Committee gives Paul vote 
confidence (much the chagrin Byington and Julia 
Ficke), and that Caroline gives him the faith she has never 
known before—this would dangerous oversimplifica- 
tion. The story too well-knit, too believably told, too 
honest for that. Miss White’s dialogue shows all the 
varying facets cold, crystalline sophistication, the 
warmth human understanding, the bewilderment 
the human heart and its dark frustrations. 


Unreservedly recommended all classes readers, 
Trumpet Before Him stands compliment the 
judges who selected for the Westminster Award for 
Fiction and edifying and interesting tale, more con- 
vincingly told than the current best-seller The Bishop’s 


Mantle. 
Department Romance Languages, 
University Scranton 


CATHOLIC LITERARY FOUNDATION— 
APRIL SELECTION 


Dudley, Owen Francis. Michael. Longmans. Mar. 
24, 1948. 302p. $3.00. 


After lapse several years the Masterful Monk returns 
the scene delight his numerous fans another 
psycho-spiritual novel based the problems human 
happiness obtained during the struggle against evil 
the modern world. For the benefit those unac- 
quainted with his earlier history the Masterful Monk 
should introduced Father Anselm Thornton, quon- 
dam physician, convert the Faith and now Benedic- 
tine monk periodically issuing from the quiet his Priory 
engage written and spoken polemics moral ques- 
tions current interest the modern world. the 
course these engagements Father Anselm usually man- 
ages find some psychically entangled individual strug- 
gling with moral problem which the Masterful Monk 
then proceeds untangle. 

This time enroute speak Congress New 
Zealand during the late 1930’s when becomes involved 
aboard ship with the personable and engaging Michael St. 
Helier, scion upper-crust English family, partial in- 
trovert, seeming snob and possible psychopath. When 
Michael unburdens himself the monk Father Thornton 
finds him hypersensitive ugliness and cruelty due 
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Auslander 


adolescent quasi-mystical experience which the 
Creator seemed consecrate him co-operation the 
creative process. Ignorant the truths revealed re- 
ligion Michael has twisted this experience into morbid 
revulsion against ugliness, pain, violence and even sacrifice. 
When Father Anselm endeavored untangle this twisted 
personality introducing Michael the truths re- 
vealed religion the sacrifice the Cross seemed 
almost insuperable barrier. 


But finally Michael aided understanding and resolves 
work out his problems, dedicating himself, affluent 
though is, the life gentleman-gardener-hermit, 
where can aid bringing beauty into the world while 
the same time finding peace which work out his 
own salvation. For time Father Thornton tries pro- 
mote match between Michael and Gabrielle St. Law- 
rence but Michael too absorbed his own problems 
enticed into such situation. does however take 
his new life gardener peacefully serene Holling- 
ham, the St. Lawrence family estate. There, after time, 
comes realize his love for Gabrielle, the engagement 
announced, the marriage planned only have every- 
thing awry war declared 1939. 


The war Michael’s passion and cross. His old revul- 
sions stir, only suppressed and replaced more 
impelling compulsion born his new life the Faith— 
how can protest against this can 
prevent from becoming commonly accepted? For the 
war with its attendant cruelty, brutality, bestiality, its 
frightfulness and terror, the horror indiscriminate bomb- 
ing offends not only the old Michael but revolts even more 
completely the reborn Michael. Michael proves himself 
hero the evacuation Dunkirk. His protest take 
the form enlistment the RAF where, after the 
successful completion training, refuses 
bombing mission, hoping thereby witness against 
the cruelty the practice and all war. Through 
sympathetic commander and because previous heroism 
given quiet transfer the firefighting forces where 
helps against the German bombing English cities. 
For some time has grown away from Gabrielle but 
when seriously injured falling masonry and his 
life saved only through emergency amputation per- 
formed the Masterful Monk, she forces the whole story 
and takes her stand beside Michael. Michael has borne 
his cross courageously and the story ends with Gabrielle 
and Michael reunited Hollingham secure faith, justi- 
fied conscience, trusting Providence they prepare 
begin new life the midst the evil and horror 
which still surround them. 


protest against the evils modern war and story 
how single human being found peace the sacrifice 
entailed protesting against Owen Francis Dudley’s 
latest tale the Masterful Monk both good and praise- 
worthy. fair portrayal the conflict aroused 
man the problem together with adequate and ac- 
ceptable solution. Intensely dramatic spots, its action 
lags and even halts completely others. Characters are 
too much the author’s mouthpieces, situations are too 
patly untangled and the Masterful Monk frequently 
“veddy, veddy British” tone and quietly well bred 
almost stodgily snobbish. might best char- 


acterized describing adult subject-matter with 


treatment verging occasionally the juvenile. 


Best 


fairly interesting reading; literature not his 
cally high quality; may effective way 
its author’s points. Seemingly intended for 
but, though bit freespoken times, would seem 


appeal much more adolescents. 
© 
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Auslander, Joseph and Wurdemann, Audrey. 
Uncle Jan. Longmans. Mar. 24, 
$2.75. 


Mr. Auslander and his wife have collaborated 
pleasant interlude their prize-winning poetical Bau 
Uncle Jan tells through the idolizing eyes the bogas far 
the Horak family, the amazing exploits Uncle 
New Bohemia, Wisconsin. Full the flavor thgtense 
Old Country and yet expressing patent love 
New, this story combines the quality healthy 
with the simplicity naive narration. 


Ludmila, the flirt, walks home from dance with dulled 
Jan and, since there was moon shining, the village 
siders that adequate proposal marriage. 
Uncle Jan, like thundering Jove, refuses the little 


digger, thrown into jail cousin Judge Stefan 
lonka. Mama and Great-aunt Horak disapprove 
mila’s selfish ways and conspire together with Anna, 
girl-about-the-house, sustain Uncle Jan’s morale 
high level. They win their objective through the 
expedient sending baskets delicious Bohemian cook. sluggish 

ing Uncle Jan incarcerated. There are only 
prisoners the jail when Uncle Jan arrives but the 
brings sudden outbreak senseless and 
malefactions New Bohemia. Soon the little jail-house| 
overcrowded with sixteen gourmandizing tenants 
pass the time eating and playing poker between 
This becomes too difficult chore for Judge Stefan 
lonka manage that save face, secretly the 
ates with the Horaks ruse release Uncle Jan 
the confinements prison and from the 


Ludmila. 
say 
Goodhearted Jan marries Anna. For his honeymoon 


goes Chicago with Stefan, all people, when Anna 
suddenly comes down with the mumps the eve of| 
their departure. returns with armfuls presents 
everyone—especially for the bride, but hard put 
explain the extravagant hose, the decolleté evening 
gown, and diaphonous negligeé selected with the help 
while the big city. The incongrous uselessness the rol 

presents, Jan’s childlike belief that they were wonderful, phemer: 
his innocent narration what really happened and 
dismay the apparently unreasonable anger 

Great-aunt Horak and Anna, will produce laughter 


the most sombre souls. 


Jan has adventures with carrier pigeons, with buying the 
complete magazine-cover style hunter’s outfit and 
demning the family weeks wild fowl the mother. 
fowl shot Stefan for price help him keep sin before 
pretense. builds himself outdoor Finnish mot 
bath reduce, helps reconcile Crazyman Novotny becan 
his wife, Rosa, when the crisis flood reaches 
Bohemia, gets into all kinds trouble with 
Roebuck catalogue particularly when tries ski 
Great-aunt Horak out the horsehair wreath she think 
primarily for the parlor but afterwards for her grave 
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carries with taurine clumsiness and tender faith 
his son born Anna. The chapter the 
Jan Abraham George Oldrich McKinley 
for Bohumil Theodore Solomon Willy Stefan Henry 


intimate, warm, this tale lends cheerful tone 
our days trouble. Its chuckles are contagious 
time when people more than ever need laugh. 
rey. 
Vicki. Headless Angel. Doubleday. Mar. 
1948. 312p. $3.00. 


Baum has taken the cheap “historical” novel about 
the far can go. The simplicity her approach this 
Uncle genre shows, least, commendable lack pre- 
inanity and obscenity. the average 
thistorical novel the initial exploitation sexual shock 
lis dulled the multipication similar shocks. Frau 
not inconsiderable achievement the demon- 
con stration that teasing description sexual encounters, 
symbolism, and general lasciviousness can deadly 
ittle from the very start. other words, she has run the 
tefan Jab} profitable publishing formula our time into the 
bookstores. 

The soporific quality given sex and profanation 
sluggish superficiality and teutonic overwash Frau 
Baum’s prose does not, however, make this book accept- 
able for any group readers. The book has single 
virtues. lacks even the conventional 
jail-house| Hollywood redemption the end, though the authoress 
anticipated Hollywood—within the bounds inde- 
_The book must condemned grounds its 

the cynical manipulation sexual detail and groping 
Jan added the rather constant reference reli- 
gious matter, especially Catholicism, sexual contexts 
meanness. Frau Baum has her heroine Clarinda 
say Felipe, her lover, that “it seemed almost sacrile- 
hear him speak hell and atonement with all 
the serious belief devout Papist and have him caress 
breast the same time.” Indeed, the “sweet playful 
phrases” which Felipe and Clarinda exchange beds all 
put Germany, France, and Mexico are too frequently 
verbal profanations. For Felipe, like Caponsachi “pollent 
the help potency” and the recipient minor orders, represents 
the ultimate cheapening the Don Juan figure, not only 
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the role insatiable lover but also the role blas- 
phemer: not redeemed—for the reader 
posturing empty cathedrals. 
ighter Felipe hurt, spiteful pigheaded little boy flinging out 
challenges all the world” well “masterful 
buying the bastard son panish courtier and what 
and describes high-born ‘proud, beautiful bitch 
mother.” atone for her sin—after happily living 
before the father’s family picked another wife for him 
mother “promised” Felipe the Church. She her- 
otny became After monastic schooling, Felipe enter- 
hes unidentified novitiate. Corpus Christi perform- 
one Calderon’s autos sacramentals (Frau Baum 
skimps cultural detail) made him think and 
wants} think women. “broke out like young stallion”. 
grave 


Baum McCormick 


Felipe had met Clarinda (“Little Honeybear” her 
family friend, Goethe), married “white little virgin” 
ducal reception Weimar. The very nearness this 
“proud animal” made Clarinda “sizzle like oil spilled 
hot stove” that “all sudden electricity was 
mystery.” She knew that Felipe was murderer and 
gambler, fugitive from Spanish justice (Godoy was per- 
sonally prejudiced against him), and that powdered his 
hair with silver dust; but couldn’t help responding 
“the strict and severe demand his maleness.” With 
professional, not say cinematic, economy, Frau Baum 
has the lovers tour one indistinguishably shabby bedroom 
after another, from Weimar Vera Cruz. nce 
while she daubs in, presumably concession the 
amenities bookmaking, the background Napoleonic 
wars with simple fat parallels our own recent history. 
Mexico, course, presents the authoress with enough 
local color for real big smudge. Frau Baum may 
naturalized, but it’s too much, probably, expect her 
forego the Germanic opportunity for “philosophic mus- 
ings” spectacular scenery; nor has she denied herself 
the “poetic” challenge feverish atmosphere and squalid 
splendour. Frau Baum never neglects the 
strong, troubled and idle life kept woman,” she also 
manages sweep all the other trash required the 
genre: plague, night bordello, grotesque religious 
images, archaic social ritual, and the violent paradoxes 
Spanish Colonial life. Among these paradoxes the 
following seem indicative: “High clerics their 
shimmering regalia their way give some rich man 
extreme unction, and sandaled friars tattered robes 
hastening the same merciful service for the poor”; 
“two nuns calmly entering the house sin ask 
Felipe for contribution toward the erection chapel”; 
and Felipe’s gallant refusal let his mistress have 
child, coupled with his naive joy her pregnancy and 
his immediate plans for Papal annulment her pre- 
vious marriage well for Clarinda’s ‘conversion,’ 
package-deal easily arranged contribution the 
building church had “intended for quite some 
time erect.” 
There good deal more Headless Angel including 
the most boring stock frontier-American that has appeared 
since Owen Wister. But further detail needed 
indicate vulgarity intention and meanness execution. 

Joseph Cotter, 

John University, 

Cleveland, Ohio 
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McCormick, Nightshade. Doubleday. Mar. 
11, 1948. 280p. $3.00. 


For the thinking reader, Mr. McCormick has traversed 
very rough road before arriving his goal. And for this 
bad-means-to-an-ultimately-good-end method cannot 
entirely condoned, even though his story, after the 
smut has been wiped away, strongly illustrates the wages 
sin and the cumulative opprobrium that, oftener than 
not, punishes the transgressors through innocent loved 
one. that respect and the constant sparring per- 
sonalities the moral problem not unlike one which 
Mauriac might handle, the light more Christian 
standards, course. 


The central character who pulls the strings 83-year-old 
Mrs. Ferguson, all appearances charmingly unselfish 


matriarch, but inwardly creature frustration and 
moral decay, contaminating everything she contacts. Her 
malignant will has already stifled any initiative her 
daughter and son-in-law, and reaches out further de- 
stroy her sensitive grandson Hugh Malory, whom she 
sees the image the dead husband she could never 
dominate. 

Subtly, and with the cooperation the earnest though 
slightly obtuse psychiatrist, Dr. Felix Wolfe, she maneu- 
vers gain possession Hugh casting doubt his 
sanity and having him committed rest home. Realiz- 
ing his grandmother’s intention and the fact that she is, 
wordlessly, holding his freedom pawn harming 
his parents further, Hugh, rather than leave town and 
escape her cloying influence, enlists the moral support 
Red Tierney, moderately successful writer and probably 
the only townsman who convinced Hugh’s mental— 
highly nervous—stability. Together they are almost 
powerful enough outwit the old woman: Hugh dis- 
covers, his revivified friendship, new faith and hope 
for himself. 

With the fight nearly won, Mrs. Ferguson plays her trump 
card. While Red away his honeymoon, Rachel 
Drake, one his former very much sultry flames 
whose physical attraction has outgrown, turns her 
whiles Hugh. Red returns find Hugh being held 
assault charge, though Hugh claims that Rachel has 
lied about his attacking her. Under pressure, however, 
taken into custody, willing humor Dr. Wolfe that 
needs “relaxation” and prove his sanity. But his 
grandmother quick let him know that she has engi- 
neered the whole diabolical trick, and the blinding 
recognition that she now controls him according her 
plan, Hugh’s mind snaps. Swearing murder her, 
escapes from the asylum but accidentally killed before 
can carry out his vengeance. Completely alone, for 
the first time Mrs. Ferguson unable deny the futile 
pattern her life, scabbed with greed and unthwarted 
passion. For her, death offers peace—only terror, 
humiliation, emptiness. She victim her own evil- 
ness, retributive justice its starkest form. 

For all its twisted thinking, outright fornication and 
seduction, and psychology which stems from Freud, this 
dynamic novel. There confused groping for 
light and realization right and wrong, enunciated 
sharply Red’s conversation with Dr. Wolfe after Hugh’s 
death: “You’re not the only one responsible. You had 
lot assistance. Some from his know you 
didn’t mean him harm. guess Rachel didn’t either; 
certainly not this much. The old woman played bigger 
part than any one us, and did most deliberately; 
but probably even she didn’t want him insane, and dead. 
And what she did purpose, she didn’t have 
alone. All contributed something.” 

While the book not particularly recommended, its 
merits would seem outweigh its relative harm for the 
discriminating reader. 


Dubuque, Iowa 
s 


Mencken, Supplement Two. 
Language. Knopf. Apr. 1948. 
$7.50. 

Mr. Mencken tells once planned fifth edition 
The American Language but new material proved 


= 


The American 
xliii, 890p. 


Mencken 


such bulk that was constrained publish the 
ment. When discovered that Supplement the who tun 
size the fourth edition (almost eight hundred safe, 


could not contain the new accumulations, Some 


1945, the more historical data pertaining the firg (to dilut 
five chapters the fourth edition Supplement 
This volume treated The Two Streams English 
The Materials Inquiry, The Beginning American 
The Period Growth, The Language Today. 
Supplement Two intending deal with the remaining and bird. 
seven chapters the fourth edition, also mushroomed 


outsize proportions with the result that had been neces} door, 
sarily limited the further findings American Prof clown; 
nunciation, American Spelling, The Common lib, 


Proper Names America and American Slang. jargon 
source great regret lovers language that the trumpet) 


chapters The Future the Language and the skin 


dix Non-English Dialects America and some com} rip, gliss 
pletely subject matter the Language swing 
that children, hog calls, cattle brands and American} the sam 
prose style could not included Supplement badge 
hoped that Mr. Mencken who refers men 
aging body congeries the compounds carbon” back, for 
will able make the effort the remaining} for the 


material, though himself doubts it. any case, let it} 
stated now that each the three volumes hand is} more 
self-contained far veals the differences be-} thoug 
tween American English and British English spelling,| trade 
pronunciation, vocabulary and grammar. Read lers Sup-} under 
plement Two need refer neither the fourth edition nor} not 
Supplement One. However, philologists, his writi 
neologists and all their semantic ilk will find hard to} suit 
resist they have not yielded already. own 
For there nothing vital language the hands of} The refe 
Mr. Mencken. Any one his pages could serve ant, the 
concrete illustration what Holbrook Jackson meant} Apart 
when referred English his The Reading “taking” 

the most adventurous all languages, coming} 
from and going erywhere, whilst paying so} those 
little homage rules that seems risk destruction intereste 
indiscriminate breeding and immigration.” 
the American species. 
Passing lightly over the differences that make four syllables 
out secretary America and three the British Isles, 
how St. John becomes sinjin, let pause moment 
the most characteristic Americanisms, slang. These 


Ss 
Ists, 


neologisms, nearly always metaphorical, provide pungent 
names need for object concept that new House. 
the generality the people, ghost-writer and Samuel 
(running gear); supply more succinct more Curator 
turesque designation for something already familiar and like 
terms more commonplace, sorehead, rubberneck, 
masher, cold feet; throw phonemes together her 
delirium language making, heebie-jeebies, nifty, 
hubba, to burp. persons 
today may raging all the fashionable ordinary 
schools tomorrow, and there constant infiltration from the high 
the argots innumerable lawful occupations and als 
cants innumerable Prohibition and the question 
Volsteadian racketeers come trigger-man, torpedo, gorilla, 
pineapple bomb) whiskers Federal agent: reference accor 
Uncle Sam), hot stolen object criminal pursued Chile 
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the law), Mr. Bates for victim, Joe Hep for victim 
who tumbles what happening, gopher for iron 
safe, soup for nitroglycerine. 


Some these terms passed into general speech, cut 
(to dilute), needle (to add alcohol), tommy-gun, hi- 
jacker, take for ride. But for the most part, they 
remained attachments definite environment 
occupation. From the prison get kimona, 
dance-hall, the death house; mouse, spy informer 
and bird-cage, cell. The knights the road have given 
mooch, beg; hand-out, food begged house- 
door, panhandle. From the Circus come paleface, 
clown; picture gallery, tatooed man; from the stage, 
lib, business, ham, trouper, Annie Oakley; from the 
jargon jive, box teeth (an accordion), 
trumpet), belly-fiddle (guitar), wood-pile (xylophone), 
rip, glissando smear slurp. People who dislike 
swing music are icky. dance rat-race. And on, 
the same for the railroads that call trainman’s cap, 
badge other insignia, company jewelry, for the truck- 
men whom tractor without trailer riding bare- 
back, for the taxi-drivers who call the taximeter damper, 
for the men the sea who call diligent worker, hero. 
Automobile, aviation, radio advertising, words, words and 
more words, all them chock full ideas, pictures, nuances 
thought and sound, words from nearly every familiar 
trade and traffic the land, all pour out upon these pages 
unc ler the skilfull pen the compiler. Mr. Mencken may 
not scholar the utterly utter sense the word, but 
his writing makes charming thing out scholarly pur- 
suit the occasional comment cannot resist 
own wry 


The references Supplement Two are more than abund- 
ant, the Index and List Words and Phras ses complete. 
Apart from two misprints pp. and both giving 
“taking” for talking,” the publishers have produced 
commendable piece work, must for every library, for 
those who make words their avocation, for all who are 
interested language source ideas, for impos- 
ible get involved language without trailing ideas 
behind you. 

Victor Yanitelli, Ph.D., 

Department Romance Languages, 

University Scranton 
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Lothrop, Eleanor. Throw Bone. 
House. Apr. 1948. 234p. $3.00. 


Samuel Lothrop well known archaeologist, present 
Curator the Peabody Museum, Harvard University, 
and like most men that profession any other 
blessed with wife. And “blessed” the proper word 
Dr. Lothrop’s case since his wife, innocent, according 
her own admission, any suspicion archaeological 
knowledge and unsuspecting the ambient which such 
persons lived, rashly, gayly and bravely resolved that she 
would the perfect helpmeet her just-a-bit-out-of-the- 
ordinary husband. This book Mrs. Lothrop’s record 
the highlights her experiences attaining that status. 
also her self-defensive answer the oft-repeated 
question “How does feel married archaeol- 
ogist and share such glamorous life?” she tells 


Whittlesey 


accompanying her husband three expeditions—one 
Chile, one Guatemala, 


one Panama—all search 


Lothrop Lane 


relics early Indian cultures. Toil, discomfort, danger, 
strange work, the gradually developing interest and com- 
petency matters archaeological, the methods living 
and work, the ultimate joy running their own “dig” 
and the final achievement adding archaeological 
knowledge—all these and host other matters are 
covered the book, which not only amusing story 
experiences but also instructive portrayal, non- 
technical form, the work archaeologists the field. 
The book sprightly, simply written, replete with in- 
cident, gayly amusing and generally suitable for most 
readers. 


Lane, Arthur Bliss. Saw Poland Betrayed. Bobbs- 
Merrill. Feb. 1948. 344p. $3.50. 


Mr. Lane was American Ambassador Poland from 1944 
1947. the latter year, immediately after the “free” 
elections placing the Russian puppet government power, 
resigned, since his continuance ambassador would 
seem condone what had occurred. What had taken 
place was the brutal seizure the Polish government 
handful Russian trained While this was 
going on, the American State Department was actually 
sending them money and materials and trying treat 
with them group. Mr. Lane observed 
the whole farce first hand Warsaw. The Russian 
methods were exactly those the Nazi: mass murder, 
they secretly did away with ten thousand Polish officers 
Katyn; secret police, the U.B., has hundred thousand 
members Poland; imprisonment and torture, thousands 
cases took place without real reason, including num- 
ber Americag nationals; and finally set crooked 
practices give face the elections. Poland has again 
been martyred and this book tells the sad story her 
sufferings. 

Mr. Lane addresses himself the American people. 
order completely free, severed all connection 
with the government. one inquired what purpose 
has mind doing, there are several possible answers. 
First Mr. Lane hewing the democratic line placing 
the facts before the public. “The people must not fail!” 
exclaims the end. This most and places 
counter obligation the public keep itself informed, 
especially when such excellent authority this speaks. 
Then Mr. Lane helping Poland telling her pitiful 
story. Since she ninety percent Catholic, her plight 
ought interest American Catholics. She has suffered 
far more than any other country the war, yet, says 
Mr. Lane, her unconquerable spirit still lives under 
the Russian heel. 

Finally, and this apparently the ultimate motive, Mr. 
Lane presents Poland case history Russian methods 
expansion. His theme that appeasement with Russia 
folly. Roosevelt and Churchill attempted Yalta— 
were doubtless driven the war—but the results 
are here shown merely set lying promises which 
Russia never fulfilled. His conclusion, which ought 
deeply impressed the American mind, that Russia 
will repeat the same performance any time she can. 
Words are meaningless her. But where will she stop? 
What does she Ambassador Lane says (p. 309): 
“There will opinion turning back the 
part Stalin. the contrary will proceed his 
policy, which was also that Hitler, seizing control, 


Miller Davis 


state state, until obtains world dominion—the an- 
nounced aim the Third International (Comitern) held 
Switzerland 1915—or until meets the effective 
resistance stronger power—the United States 
America.” The recent events Czechoslovakia under- 
line these words blood. 

Dom Bruno McAndrew, 

St. Anselm’s Priory, 

Washington, 


Miller, Merle. That Winter. William Sloan Asso- 
ciates. Jan. 20, 1948. 297p. $3.00. 


This story veteran about three veterans and their 
attempt, during “that winter” 1945, find their place 
civilian life and heal the psychological wounds 
war. They share typical bachelors’ apartment New 
battered furniture, dirty dishes, empty liquor 
bottles and heaps old laundry. They drink entirely too 
much, fornicate with casualness that lends air 
desperate boredom their existence, and feel odds 
with world which had seemed promise peace but 
gave only restlessness and disillusion. 

Ted, who rich, spoiled and unhappy but had found 
the war kind cathartic happiness, always drinking 
and getting into fights. had lost arm heroic 
action Europe. finally kills himself. Lew Cole, 
née Colinsky, Jewish and tries his best escape the 
resultant persecution changing his name and making 
his peace with gentile world. When the gentile girl 
intends marry betrays her bitter antisemitism the shock 
clears his head and accepts his name and his people, 
going back the West Coast enter his father’s jewelry 
business. 

Peter, the narrator and hero, the author promising 
first novel but finds himself continually frustrated his 
attempts settle down his second haunted 
sense guilt because was responsible, feels 
that was, for the death his best friend, Jewish boy 
named Gene Wenisloski, while news mission during 
the Rundstedt offensive. Peter also feels that prosti- 
tuting himself intellectually accepting his $30.00 per 
day hack writer weekly news magazine (whose 
esemblance “Time” hardly coincidental). has 
horror compromising his conscience with the meretrici- 
ous success the sort enjoyed the novelist Dick West- 
ing, who began serious writer and then succumbed 
siren call Hollywood. 

After making trip home attend his father’s funeral, 
during which Peter recalls the not too interesting memories 
and emotions middle western childhood and youth, 
returns New York more miserable than ever, and 
throws his job the news magazine deliberately 
failing meet his scheduled deadline cover story 
about Greece. also turns down offer from another 
periodical (this one resembles “The New for 
idealistic but vaguely defined reasons, and wanders aim- 
lessly about the streets New York, trying get next 
himself. has been corresponding with Gretchen 
Wenisloski, the widow his friend Gene, whom 
confessed his guilt the death her husband. She 
refused acknowledge his guilt, and asked him several 
letters come and visit her and the children their beach 
Mississippi for indefinite period. The book closes 
Peter accepts the invitation, hoping against hope that 


may find the beach ample opportunity and 
write his novel. bad, and 
collectior 


This disappointing book because, despite ability 
write interestingly and convey with sincere The boo 
some the dilemmas that beset the sons 
and Dos Passos, the author himself seems have lost his} 
bearings. does not emerge from the confusion 
which begins. For one thing, the writing Kate des 
not necessarily nobler thing than earning one’s There 
magazine. the implied opposition between since 
heartless journalistic sweatshop and the free creative “Miss 
the sweatshop comes out the winner, although this the 
obviously contrary the author’s intent. 
case against radio, but Miller has none against the tion 
The editor the magazine did not fire Peter for thing 
his deadline and throwing into the wastebasket the qualities 
research placed his desk: actually offered sight. 
another job different department. But Peter credi 
and feels noble about it. Nor it, incidentally, cruel given 
unusual periodical have editorial policy mistic 
insist that its writers either follow work thought, 
else. bad job.’ 
intellectual. the 297 pages his fictional existence fane anc 
betrays thought above the ordinary, engages shelves, 


versation ideas with anyone, never hears concert, 
reads serious book. the contrary his non-working 
life spent aimless round cocktail parties, bars tion! 

and ladies’ beds (p. 55, 123, 193). Since the sin 
semitism the only sin recognizes, cannot see that 

the alcoholic and carnal avenues escape are simply 
intensifying his emptiness soul. And feels sorry 

for himself and takes another double rye. Good novels 

have been hewn out such materials, but they demand 
unifying philosophy life lend them significance and 
universality, and Mr. Miller nowhere gives evidence 
ence for the couple involved; 139 child-bearing 
suicide sentimentally defended; and 183 divorce The nov 


sanctioned character who sympathetically pre- and fall 
sented. The book not recommended except one 


respect: shows the desperate need for doctrine the say 


mind the modern man, and should cause Catholics learned 
ask themselves why this doctrine cannot heard from 
very many housetops. The 
Phillips Temple, delive 
George Washington University, page one 
Washington since the 


concise 


tions, the 

Davis, Clyde Brion. Temper the Wind. Lippincott. The 
Feb. 18, 1948. $2.75. 
Presumably this book about small-town man who just 
which success taken into partnership his friend, life 
dining-car owner, and finds possible get married. the Ame 
Juvenile success story. But this book certainly not for tourisme’ 
juveniles, with its raw conversation liberally sprinkled 
with profanity. Mr. Davis intends describe average frenzy 
types small Wyoming town, and gets along the plot 
with the minimum plot. Nobody good, nobody finally 
taries. 
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and nobody, but nobody, has any intellect. duller 
ability collection nondescript people would hard find. 
The book begins focusing attention Kate Drum- 
lost popular certain type modern fiction, and the hor- 
attempt suicide her daughter, tired hearing 
Kate describe her career with Shakespearean frankness. 
e’s There absolutely point this episode, unless that, 
veen since the bitter end the book people discuss whether 
“Miss Amy” will live not, intended illustrate 
this the sympathetic interest these Wyoming people. The 
man publisher’s blurb says that the author has given full atten- 
the news} tion these people’s “pungent philosophy.” few pages 
are devoted discussing whether great people have some- 
thing common not, and whether they have any 
qualities which their genius could recognized 
red This expounded way that would scarcely 
ruel given discussion whether Christianity opti- 
licy mistic pessimistic. Christianity, according local 
thought, pessimistic because “gives this world 

job.” 


suffering But the book worthy serious consideration. pro- 
tence fane and moronic. Its only place the sociology 
shelves, for future generations look and wonder that 
cert, publisher this year grace could describe 
“warm and appealing novel.” help our civiliza- 
ies, bars tion! 


Angela Cave, M.A., Oxon., 
Manhattan College 


simply the Sacred Heart 
els sorry 
Wechsberg, Joseph. The Continental Touch. Hough- 
Mifflin. Feb. 17, 1948. 325p. $2.75. 
Mr. Joseph Wechsberg, author Looking for the Bluebird 

is, rather was, continental and therefore should 
know—has attempted this new novel define for 
poor provincials that “continental touch.” 


divorce The novel, one can call that, chronicles the decline 
and fall one Louis Dellinick, alias Delinc (the French 
twist more keeping with the continental touch). Louis, 


one 
the say the least, had way with women, way which 
learned from his father, prominent corporation lawyer, 
from patron the artiste rather than the arts. 
The natural thing this point review would 
deliver tidy precis the doings one and all from 
versity, page one through the end. find this rather difficult, 
since the novel’s incoherent ramblings hardly permit 
concise account. The novel simply series seduc- 
tions, the fifteenth dull the first. 
The author, his almost frantic desire reveal his off- 
knowledge the shoddy and shabby, comments 
who just about everything: foreigners who think that be- 
friend, life Parisian brothel; the utter provincialism 
the American tourist, what the French used call “le 
not for tourisme”; the process getting commission the 
rinkled organizations designed “to spiral people into 
average ftenzy giving,” and infinitum. Consequently 
along the plot ebbs and flows, drifts back and forth, until 
body finally loses itself maze smart, cynical commen- 


taries. fact, all the essentials novel, “The Conti- 


Wechsberg Case 


nental Touch lacking. Character there none, 
there one, his name Joseph Wechsberg. Style non- 
existent. The prose reads like that the Bobbsey Twins 
series—short, choppy, disconnected sentences expressing 
puerile thoughts. 


True, there woven into the account Louis Delinc’s 
amours the story his classmate, Kamin. Knitted per- 
haps better word, and the process not few stitches 
are dropped. There the beginning the story; for 
example, confusing use the flashback, and too often 
the author breaks off the narrative, sends you flying off 
all directions, and forgets bring you back. The straw 
that breaks the camel’s back this, though. Purporting 
the plus ultra sophistication, The Continental 
Touch actually rankly sentimental love (?) story. 
The whole thing ridiculous funny. such 
can recommended one. 


Thomas McTighe, 
Department English, 
University Scranton 


Case, Victoria and Case, Robert Ormond. Called 
Culture. The Story Chautauqua. Doubleday. 
Feb. 15, 1948. 272p. $3.00. 


1874 John Vincent, young minister, and his busi- 
ness friend, Lewis Miller, pooled ideas and launched 
the shores Lake Chatauqua New York State their 
“Sunday School Teachers’ Assembly,” combining the 
benefits outdoor vacation with study and community 
singing for the improvement mind and voice. Gradu- 
ally the idea spread that “by 1900 fully two hundred 
pavilions had been set groves trees beside this 
that body water and thirty-one states had their own 
‘Chautauqua’ perhaps half dozen them, each fol- 
lowing faithfully they could the pattern set 
Vincent.” (p. 18). 


Lyceum bureaus, with their strength the cities during 
the winter season, also offered program cultural im- 
provement but appealed different economic group. 
The advantages Lyceum and Chautauqua were mer- 
ged under the leadership Roy Ellison, Keith Vawter, 
Paul Pearson and few others. Ellison and Vawter de- 
veloped iron-clad contract whereby community leaders 
would pledge advance expenses for 
singers and other entertainers who would appear the 
week’s Chautauqua. When the promoters had signed 
sufficient number communities their “circuit” they 
would proceed employ the talent which the communi- 
ties had accepted sight unseen. Any profits accrued 
the manager the circuit that best was break- 
even proposition for the sponsors. 


The lectures were largely non-denominational, non-poli- 
tical; more inspirational than factual. Typical were Con- 
well’s famous “Acres Diamonds” (reproduced fully 
Appendix) and William Jennings Bryan’s “Prince 
Peace,” which summarized. Most provocative the 
authors’ suggestion that constant Chautauqua tours, re- 
peating platitudinous speeches, dulled Bryan’s mind 
least removed the incentive for proceeding higher in- 
tellectual levels. 


1924 the commercial success Chautauqua reached its 


peak when 30,000,000 35,000,000 persons attended the 


| 
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sessions. Several years earlier the promoters had sown 
the seeds dissolution their practice “tight book- 
ing,” having performers work daily throughout the ten 
fifteen week summer session, thus causing 
persons refuse contracts. The resulting lower level 
“culture” program bred dissatisfaction among the people. 
Contributing factors the decline Chautauqua after 
1924 were the rising popularity the automobile, the 
radio and the moving picture, which brought the culture 
the city the rural population. 


Although popularly written They Called Culture 
good analysis this American institution, rooted the 
desire people acquire knowledge and culture 
painlessly possible. will enjoy reading and 
will profit too. Perhaps even the managers book clubs 
might learn from this case history institution that 
was the decline the moment when seemed most 
profitable. 


Barbash, Jack. Labor Unions Action. 


Feb. 1948. $3.50. 


Labor Unions Action covers every phase union 
activity from how and why unions are organized the 
all important matter collective bargaining. 

purposes for which strikes are called, strike strategy 
and tactics, are also treated this book. 


The chapter unions, government and politics lucidly 
and adequately written and especially that part 
which refers the Taft-Hartley Act. Most those who 
are familiar with the Act will agree with the 
author when says “The net effect the Taft-Hartley 
law can provoke the assorted and diverse interests 
which prevail the unions think and act more like 
movement than they have ever done before.” 


Chapter eleven worth the price the book. have 
seen and heard Communist influence labor unions, 
but never before has the subject been clearly stated 
than this book. well for all members labor 
unions realize that the “party line” the primary thing 
and the welfare the rank and file secondary all the 
work Communists perform, whether inside the unions 
extracurricular tactics. 


This book should read everyone interested the 
employer-employee relationship and particularly the 
officers, organizers and members every labor union 
the United States. 

Institute Industrial Relations, 

University Scranton 


Hanna, Alfred Jackson and Hanna, Kathryn Abbey. 
Lake Okeechobee. Bobbs-Merrill. Feb. 1948. 
379p. $4.00. 


Although can look from window out Lake 
Michigan, the largest lake wholly within the United 
States, has never intrigued has the second one 
size, the subject this exceptionally well written book. 
one trip Florida was not able visit Okeecho- 
beeland; hence knowledge the lake has been gleaned 
from books. the work under review, the 
ninth the series edited Milo Quaife, and dealing 


ae 


Barbash Hanna Charteris 


Best 


with American lakes, will probably considered not 
most accessible source information about this 
what mysterious area. That adjective may used 
view the fact that although the existence the ymes mi: 
was known from about the year 1500, the period the Saint 
Spanish explorations, actually very little was learned expect 
the area until the 1830’s. During the decade mere 
soldiers fought the Seminole Indians, who were unwilling 
leave for reservations west the Mississippi. The peal ally 
the warfare was reached battle fought 

Day Although the Seminoles suffered technica 

defeat they continued make life difficult for troops for 

the area. generally known, not all the Seminole King 
were moved the west; some remained behind and stil 
live there. Although Florida was thus opened outside who 
influences the 1830’s know that late 1883, when 

President Arthur visited the area, was considered leads 


outside the limits civilization. 
e 


Much attention directed the fluctuations tyre 
values Florida, especially the vicinity the lake} 
Many prominent speculators are named, and their Masked 

tions are traced some detail. the turn the 
Hamilton Disston was prominent. His gifted 
reached total 2,000,000 acres, valued 1894 enter: 
$2,250,000. Disston hoped realize and 
ally from his investments. died 1896; 1901 his tingle, 
properties were liquidated the courts for 

Some years later, 1913, Richard Bolles paid $360,000} 
for 180,000 acres, and then sold the land for 
Many those who bought farms from Mr. Bolles that the 
upon delayed investigation that the farms were that 
three four feet water. was possible sell breath 
the gallon” and there were always more purchasers 

eady buy property they had never seen. was 

jail the sellers, strange may seem. 


Some chapters contain much interesting biographical ma-| 

terial. Interesting treatments are accorded such 

“Pogy Bill” Collins, John Ashley, and Finnega 
Collins became sheriff after criminal career; Ashley| Schuster 
was one the most efficient bank robbers. that any third 
could wish; Conners believed good roads and brought! Bandagec 
the Tin Lizzie Lake Okeechobee. Very serious tion thar 
are devoted the reclammation projects which changed} from thre 
the value Okeechobeeland. Florida becomes 

than merely name the time you have read this vol- The 
ume, based upon wealth primary source 
The complete set should every high school and 


college library. 
Paul Kiniery, 
Loyola University, Chicago 
way acci 
the other 
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Doubleday, three 
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all 


CRIME CLUB SELECTION 


Charteris, Leslie. Call for the Saint. 
Doran. 1948. 190p. $2.00. 


“Saint” stories are read adults and children, 
tically inclined girls, adventure-thirsty boys, “escaping” 
women, underprivileged men, captains 
priests and nuns. Why, only the social psychologist 
say. any one these readers can bear out, their hero 
three musketeers rolled into one, and, according his 
mood, successively Robin Hood, Claude Duvall, Lord| 
Peter Wimsey, Gene Tunney and Mr. Keen. Foil his 
suave urbanity the stooge, Happy and counter 
foil his maleness the girl, Patricia Holm, whom 
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the cause that death should long 


1948 


has not yet married through some thirty novels. addi- 
tion Patricia, least three women per book make ad- 
him, that progress through the separate vol- 
umes might suggest passage through Turkish harem, 
the Saint’s personal code were rigidly honorable. (We 
expect the earlier instances where meum and teum were 
mere matters for his irresistible humor.) But most for- 
tunate all his gifts the electric tingle which psychic- 
ally warns him when danger other highly significant 
incident developing. 

Call for the Saint the covering title for two separates, 
King the Beggars and Masked Angel. The first has 
with Simon Templar’s trapping the underworld figure 
who organizes, and collects fifty percent the take from, 
Chicago beggars. Monica Varying, world famous actress, 
leads him into that episode when single handed she at- 
tempts revenge the Baggar King’s rubbing out her 
Principal setting for the adven- 
ture old run-down mansion whose conversion into 
third-rate hotel has not nailed its secret passages. 


Masked Angel shows still another facet the multiple- 
gifted Saint. Taking the place the world’s champion, 
enters the prize ring win bet, uncover fraud, 
and bring two lovers together. The same electric 
tingle, “prescient and instinctive, warning danger that 
was less perilous because was yet unknown,” 
crawls his spine when the Angel’s knockout blow kills 
Torpedo Smith. After which, course, unthinkable 
elude him, 
that the discovery should not have many hair- 
breath escapes the proverbial nine-lived cat. 


Helen Butler, 
Marywood College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


INNER SANCTUM MYSTERY 


Finnegan, Robert. Many Monster. Simon and 
Schuster. Mar. 12, 1948. 220p. $2.00. 


third mystery the aothor Lying Ladies and The 


Bandaged Nude, and better construction and articula- 
tion than either its predecessors, but still long way 
from threatening the position the old masters the art. 


The story opens with excellent introductory incident, 
guaranteed arouse the interest the reader and well 
calculated hold him suspense during the ensuing 
pages. The problem set plausible one: Rogan Loch- 
returned GI, his way prison for the 
criminal insane under guard three policemen. high- 
way accident which kills one the guards and injures 
the others permits him escape. And the hue and cry 


which attended his arrest and conviction the murder 


three girls and policeman, and which fastened 
the newspaper nickname “Gus the starts 


all over again. 


J romaly 
scaping” 
finance, 
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hero 
his 
il to his 


Dan Banion, reporter and amateur detective the previ- 
oue Finnegan novels, the only man the California 
city who not completely convinced that Lochmeister 
either insane criminal. 


while the man still 


Finnegan Index 


hiding, Banion begins make contact with the people 
who had known him. These include the convicted man’s 
sister who also believes his innocence, but since she 
murdered almost immediately after Banion talks with her, 
she help the latter. Then there another ex- 
Marine, Lochmeister’s pal and best friend, but curi- 
ously apathetic and disinterested about the case. The 
divorced Mrs. Lochmeister seems concerned only about 
selling her story (entitled Married Monster”) 
rival newssheet, and blandly denies all charges dis- 
loyalty and earlier promiscuity. Former associates the 
department store which had employed him contribute 
little information. Nor can the girl who has borne 
his child, and whose father heads the White Knights 
the Flaming Torch, throw any light his tragedy. Mean- 
time, the murders on, and one one Lochmeister’s 
former associates come under suspicion. 


spite its good beginning, well-sustained pace and not 
illogical development, the story asks more the reader’s 
credulity than may willing give. accept its 
conclusion must grant that woman can wear man’s 
clothing effectively deceive the onlooker, and that 
she can imitate successfully various men’s carriage and 
walk. Further, the reader asked believe that the blood 
victim killed before midnight will flowing from its 
hiding place very opportunely the next afternoon just 
the sleuth puts his appearance. 


The dialogue occasionally reminiscent the hard- 
boiled school fiction, with ready blasphemy and random 
vulgarities. 


the author’s progress through his three works date 
criterion, his fourth story should hit the bull’s eye. 


Helen Butler, 
Marywood College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 
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VOLUME THREE 
The Index American Catholic Pamphlets 


PUBLISHED 1946 


these modern times pamphlets have assumed increasing importance teaching 


and apologetics. The three volumes The Index American Catholic Pam- 


phlets supply invaluable aid the location over 3,000 titles. Arranged 
classified form The Index gives author, title, publisher, date publication, pagina- 
tion and price. This sample main entry from Volume Two (1942): 


95. Mass 


PARSCH, PIUS. Study the Mass. Tr. and 
pared for discussion groups the Rev. Willtam 
Busch. Liturgical Press, 1941. 118p. 25c. 
thorough yet popular explanation the Mass 
whole, historically and present, followed detailed 
treatment each part. This the author’s own synopsis 
his larger work, The liturgy the Mass (Herder). 
Popular liturgical library, series no. 


alphabetical index authors, subjects, titles, series and cross references 
vides easy approach the classified section. This sample reproduces brief 
portion the alphabetical index Volume Two: 


Devotional exercises. See: Litanies; Novenas; 
Prayers; also, names particular devotions, e.g., 
Rosary, Way the Cross; and also, names 
particular persons, e.g., Mary, Blessed Virgin; 
Jude, St., etc. 

Englert. Eastern Catholics, 

Equality women. Hawks, 167 

Erring, devotion for conversion of, 

Eternal heroines. N.C.C.W., 205 

Ethics. See: Conduct Life; Medical Ethics; 
Newspaper Ethics; Sexual Ethics 

EUCHARIST. Main entry, 
Martin. Stations the Cross, 
Wallace. Honey from the rock, 
See also: Benediction the Blessed Sacrament; Com- 

Holy Hour; Mass; Peter Julian Eymard, 
Pius 


separate section devoted pamphlets written for children. 
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Note: The three volume set price $2.75. 
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